
Chester-le-Street Ramblers’ Committee Meeting  
to be Held at 7.00pm on Apr 17th 2019 

in the Parish Centre, St. Mary and St. Cuthberts, 
Church Chare, Chester-le-Street, DH3 3QB

AGENDA


1. Apologies for Absence


2. Minutes of Previous Meeting


3. Matters Arising


4. Priorities for 2019 - including Training Needs


5. Revised format for Area Report - Publicity Aid


6. Business Plan - Forward Looking


7. Don’t Lose your Way - Update & Encouraging Members


8. Walking Festival - our own Group Plans


9. Membership - Leaflet Distributions, Park Runs, Shows & Fairs Stand 
etc.


10. Officers’ Reports


11. AOB


12. Dates of Next Meetings: - 17th July and 16th October 
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• There are currently 96 group members, with 5 joining and 5 leaving since February 
2019. 

1.  Apologies for Absence 
• Kathleen Tweddle 

• Attendees: Carol Bradshaw, Maggie Brown, Les Day, Joanne Hall, Brian Scott and Mike 

Webber.  Welcome new committee members Brian and Carol as Group Footpaths Officer 
and Group Secretary respectively. 

2.  Minutes of Previous Meeting 
• It was agreed that the minutes were a true record of last meeting. 

3. Matters Arisen 

•  Will be dealing with in the Agenda items.


4. Priorities for 2019 - including Training Needs 
• Neil Allender is to arrange a date for the Area Lost Ways training day.  Attendees may be 

limited to group Footpath Officer and their assistant to avoid over-population of the room 
on the training day.


• Our groups 40th Anniversary is in December so we need to plan for Celebratory arrange-
ments.  It was agreed that an event separate from our normal Christmas one is to be held 
to mark the Anniversary.  No exact date of when the ramblers group was set up.  Mike 
suggested holding it at Lumley Castle, an Elizabethan Night. Other committee members 
are also to provide their own ideas before the event is finalised.


• Mike and Brian will be attending the Leader Training Day on the 3rd May. 

5. Revised Format for Area Report - Publicity Aid 

• Mike proposed a revised format for the Area Impact Report , suggesting an A3 design that 
can be used as a poster or folded into a leaflet. 300 to be bought then 20 sent out to each 
group to use as they see fit for advertising purposes. 

6. Business Plan - Forward Looking 
• Shadow Committee members would be good so that people could get a feel for the role 

and take over when required to prevent vacancies. The Committee are to consider who 
may be willing to take on these roles.


• A national advertising campaign has been proposed in order to attract youth to Ramblers, 
as the current image attracts only an older, middle-class demographic.
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• Les to arrange newspaper advertisement to include Thursday as well as Sunday’s Rambler 
walks.  Joanne to provide Les with a link to This is Durham.


• Brian to provide Les with printed copies of promotional leaflets so that he can distribute 
them to new walkers. 

7. Don’t Lose your Way - Update and Encouraging Members 
• Brian to look at finding public walkways in the area that are currently not being used.  An 

assistant needs to be found to enable him to complete this task.  Brian was given the 
book ‘Rights of Way’ for information purposes.  Potential walkways mentioned during the 
meeting were:


- on Lord Lampton’s land: Brian to ask Mike Ogden (Public Rights of Way Officer) for details


- a Ravensworth walk that Joanne stated ‘Interesting Walks’ Group had recently used

• It was proposed that walkways leading to The Angel of the North should be brought to the 

attention of the public by alterations to our Heritage Way website.. 

8. Walking Festival - our own Group Plans 

• Mike suggested resurrecting a version of the Great North Walk (GNW) during the Festival 
of Walks with possibly 3,5 &7 mile walks on the same day all across our area.  Owners of 
name of GNW are unhappy with us using their name for the festival.  Each walk could be 
given a specific name, to be discussed with the committee members.  As with the Great 
North Run, groups or individuals could walk for charity.


• A Ramblers’ Day for Chester-le-Street Group involving banners, Roman costumes/Ban-
ners/Flags etc. could be arranged for next year (2020), preferably on a commemorative 
day that is particular to Chester-le-Street. 

9. Membership - Leaflet Distributions, Park Runs, Shows & Fairs Stand etc. 

• Joanne highlighted the Ramblers App which provides a voluntary registering service, yield-
ing demographic information about club members as well as other information, such as 
what type of walk individuals choose to attend or whether they have reached their maxi-
mum three free walk limit, and so need to become a member before attending any more 
walks.  For those members who do not use the app, a hand-written list of attendance is-
sued by the walk leader will be inputted into data records.


• Distribute adverts to suitable postcodes - look at doing this for our area.

• Mike has confirmed pricing at £169 for 6000 A5 double-sided, glossy leaflets as promo-

tional material for Ramblers to hand out at park runs. Plus £25 per 1000 to deliver. Maggie 
would ask Area for funding.  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10. Officers’ Reports 

• Les stated that the walks programme is doing well and numbers are up on attendees to 
the walk, on Sundays and Thursday (1 per month) averaging 20.  Wednesday walk (only 1 
walk so far) 10 attended. 


• A Walk Leader’s Meeting to discuss the new group walk programme is on 14th May 7pm 
in Lambton Worm for anyone who wants to lead.  Les to send out email about this.


• The Coach trip is to be postponed until September.  Joanne is to arrange a walk for the 
original date on which the trip was to be held.


• It was suggested that Chester-le-Street and Durham groups could advertise each other's 
Thursday walks as Durham members were requesting Thursday morning walks. Durham to 
start a third week of the month walk and members from either group could join the other. 

• Maggie confirmed that the opening financial balance for our group is currently £80.37 
which is to be replenished in November.  Maggie to request extra money to pay for promo-
tional materials. 

• Kathleen's  report was read out - since our January meeting I have organised leaders for 
all of the short Wednesday evening walks, and leaflets notifying members of dates and 
venues have been circulated, and Les has been informed and the programme has been adver-
tised on our website. 

•  Mike The area now has a secretary Wendy Maxted.  I would like to see some Forward 
Planning at area and group level to try and get someone trained or shadowing ready to 
take over the various roles in the future.


• Our Area AGM went smoothly and there was a fairly good turn out.  Really nice walk in the 
morning past Lumley Castle etc.  Berwick Group are hosting it next year on the 8th Feb-
ruary 2020.


• At the last meeting I spoke about the Ramblers Central Office having 3, 5 and 10 year 
plans with Objectives etc.  These short, medium and long term plans are something that 
any group could consider.  All plans are on the Ramblers’ website to view or print out.  


• National Parks - 22nd March – was the 70th anniversary of the Act of Parliament establish-
ing them.  In Castleton in the Peak District the Ramblers pledged to continue to protect 
them.


• The England Coast Path took a step closer to completion on Wednesday 27th February 
with the opening of a new 16-mile route from Skegness to Mablethorpe in Lincolnshire.  
Total length when it is completed in 2020 will be 2,795 miles.  It will be the longest coastal 
path in the world!!!
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• Ramblers Walking for Health is England’s largest programme of health walks.  The 21-
month project began in January and will be delivered in parts of London, Manchester 
Birmingham and Bristol then rolled out across the country.


• New Report form.  For Groups and Area. (Template handed out) 

-   Priced at £250 design fee, then leaflet prices were 


- £130 for 100

- £259 for 300

- £188 for 200	 

- £331 for 400

- £399 for 500


•  Lost ways - Don’t Lose your way.   

- Jack Cornish was our main speaker at our Area AGM and I walked and talked with him when 
I attended the General Council meeting in Manchester at the weekend.  We can arrange date 
and venue for the training.  Neil Allender is the area contact.


• New Walk Leader training.  


- Will include Navigational skills both in the classroom and the field.  First Aid, Accident / Inci-
dent reporting, Member registration via an app version 2.  Two managers are being recruited 
at Central Office this month to roll this training out.


- There will be a Walk Leader Training course on 3rd May at Blanchard


- I hope you all saw the February edition of the Walk magazine article on our Heritage Way.  
First anniversary in May and stewardship now in the hands of each group.  We are in the 
process of adding notes etc. of a short detour to the Angel of the North as an added attrac-
tion to our Section 7.


- My Business / Action plan ideas – was sent out to all Secretaries and Chairs.   

11. AOB 
• Mike to email Les re details about the Malta trip. 

• Brian to register on Rambler’s Website as Group Footpaths Officer.

• Publicity Officer Vacancy - Area & Group    

12. Dates of next meetings 

• 17th July 

• 16th October
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